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Concordia empowers students
through a comprehensive and
rigorous American education.
Our vibrant community
grounded in Christian values
creates the ideal foundation for
the entire family’s success.

Contents
2

Welcome

17 Raising the Bar

32 World Languages

3

What We Believe

23 Educational Philosophy

34 Fine Arts

7

The Facts About Concordia

24 Holistic Focus

36 Athletics

9

Community Demographics

25 Co-Curricular Opportunities

38 Impact China

29 Academic Approach

41 People Who Make Our Community

12 School Leadership

ANNUAL REPORT 2016–2017

2

Welcome From the Head of School
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What We Believe

October 2016
Dear Friends of Concordia,
Miracles. We don’t talk about miracles much today, yet they happen all
around us–the birth of a beautiful new baby; healing from serious illness or
disease; the opening of an international school founded on Christian values,
right here in Shanghai, China.

At Concordia, we educate children holistically. With a focus on excellence in academics and experiential learning,
we seek to develop in every child entrusted to us the desire and skill set required to be a servant leader and an
active global citizen. Our administrators, faculty and parents work in partnership to ensure that student experiences
at Concordia are meaningful and will impact their lives far into the future; our students do not have to wait until
tomorrow to lead. Everyone has a story and at Concordia we believe that each story becomes carefully interwoven
into a greater storyline. The diverse intersection of passion, excellence and strong community elevates the
outcomes of all that we do.

Recently, I had the opportunity to talk with Al and Sandy Schmidt. Al was
the founding Head of School for Concordia International School. Listening
to their stories reminded me again that the establishment of Concordia
International School Shanghai in 1998 was truly a miracle. In addition, this
year we celebrated the dedication of a new building for another miracle
school, Concordia International School Hanoi. What an honor to again
participate in a miracle setting.
If you are new to this vibrant city, perhaps you may think it’s a miracle
that you are here. I know my family and I think that is true! A year ago, we
never imagined we would be living in Shanghai and joining the wonderful
Concordia community. If you have a 12th grader, you might believe it’s a
miracle that he/she is graduating and heading off to college soon. How did
those years fly by?
Inside the pages of the 2016-2017 Annual Report you will see the stories of
everyday miracles that take place in the Concordia community–friendships
that form between students from countries thousands of miles apart;
complex AP math computations conducted in collaborative groups;
personal records set in cross country; difficult orchestral pieces performed
to standing ovations; hands reaching out in service across China; the list
continues. The whole community gives, and our gifts of time, talent and
treasures help these miracles happen.
As a member of the Concordia community, please accept my thanks for your
participation in this miraculous place. If you have not yet joined our community,
we welcome you to come home to Concordia. Miracles happen here.
Faithfully,

Dr. Mary K. Scott
Head of School

Uncover your light

Our Mission
At Concordia, we view every
student as a gift from God,
entrusted to us by parents and
are committed in Christian
stewardship to educate students
holistically in a nurturing
environment that includes
comprehensive and challenging
opportunities in academics,
creative arts, spirituality, athletics,
co-curricular activities,
and service.

Our Core Values
Reflect Christ today,
tomorrow and forever
Partner with students and
parents in a learning community
Facilitate holistic education
with high expectations
Enable servant leaders
Respect and celebrate
diversity

Expected Student Learning Results
We expect our students to become:
Insightful Learners
Effective Communicators
Reflective Spiritual Beings
Active Global Citizens
Principle-Centered Leaders
and Team Members
We call these “ESLRs”
(pronounced ‘S-lerz’).
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Concordia Word of the Year 2016–2017

Arise
“Arise! Let your light shine for all to see. For the
glory of the Lord rises to shine on you.”
Isaiah 60:1
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a whole-child
philosophy...

The Facts
About
Concordia
We attract those
seeking rigorous
academics...

...and a
welcoming
community.
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Concordia is Community

Our Neighborhood

“Concordia
goes above and
beyond when
welcoming
families to the
school.”

Concordia is centrally located in Jinqiao, one of Shanghai’s largest international districts. Families gather for meals
in neighboring homes and at many of the local restaurants that offer Chinese and international cuisine. On the
weekends, moms and dads grab a Starbucks before meeting friends and walking or biking to the field to watch
their children’s games. Living and going to school in Jinqiao offers many of the amenities of the life to which our
community members are accustomed, and before long it begins to feel like home away from home.

Years ago, an inspired group of visionaries dreamt of a school
environment where community was held utmost; a place where teachers,
students and parents worked side-by-side towards the common goal
of attaining world-class, holistic education; a place that inspired and
equipped families to make a true difference in their world. This is how
Concordia was born.
Today our halls, meeting rooms and common spaces are bustling with
activity well after the final bell rings for the day. Perhaps it’s the plethora
of engaging after-school and evening activities that draws the masses
or maybe it’s the close proximity of our spacious, urban campus to the
majority of our families’ homes that makes it easy for us to gather together.
Whatever the reason, Concordia’s vibrant and welcoming community
translates into life-long friendships which are developed and fostered both
inside and outside of school.

STUDENT NEIGHBORHOODS

4.3%

7.7%
Jinqiao

Number of families
represented by the
student body

11.2%

Century Park Area

41.0%

Pudong Other
Puxi

13.8%

Lujiazui
Longdong Avenue
Kangqiao

Applying to Concordia
Concordia attracts families seeking rigorous academics, a whole-child philosophy and a nurturing environment
for their children. To ensure a student’s successful integration into academic life at Concordia, our review team
may request an in-person assessment to check for curriculum match. During the application process, assessments
vary depending on the age and previous school of the applicant. Assessments may include English language
proficiency, social/emotional readiness for a specific grade level, and/or math and Mandarin placement. The
purpose of this process is to set students up for their best possible academic success within our community.

Language Requirements

Passport Eligibility

Cut-off Date

Concordia students must meet
proficiency requirements for the
English language at grade standard
level. Concordia is developing an
English Language Learners (ELL)
program to support our current
population.

In accordance with Chinese law,
Concordia students must be in
possession of a foreign passport or
have permission from the Shanghai
Education Commission to attend an
international school.

Student grade levels are
determined by each student’s past
academic history or by birth date
using September 1 as the age
cut-off.

831

0.9%

21.1%

41%

Percentage of Concordia
students and overseas faculty
that live within 3 km of the
school campus in Jinqiao
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Concordia students are as diverse as they are many. All students are invited
to invest their own unique gifts and talents into the community and share
in the blessings that result from learning and growing with their classmates
who come from all corners of the earth. Through this process of discovering
and settling in their place among the many, students learn more about
their own strengths and values as well as the importance of peaceful and
respectful cross-cultural collaboration.

30

12.7%

1.7%
United States
Hong Kong (China)
Korea
Canada
Taiwan (China)

2.7%
4.0%
5.1%

11

Faculty Demographics
155 Teaching Faculty Members

Student Demographics

STUDENT PASSPORTS
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53.7%

The number of nations
represented by the
Concordia student body

“I love that I
have the ability
to be the best
teacher I can
be because I
feel completely
supported.”

Concordia teaching faculty are qualified and experienced whether
teaching students or one another. Concordia intentionally recruits teachers
who are spiritually centered, who are passionate about teaching and
who possess in-depth knowledge of their subject matter. Our teachers
are recognized for actively engaging students in learning, setting high
standards, understanding students’ needs, promoting sensitivity to other
cultures and beliefs and contributing to co-curricular activities.

4.2%
18.6%

FACULTY DEGREES

Percentage of teaching faculty
holding MA/MS or Doctorates

Bachelor’s
Master’s
Doctorate

77.2%

8.6%

Singapore
Malaysia

68%

11.5%

Other

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

1,167

(See key)

Student enrollment for the
2016-2017 school year as of
September 2016

Christianity

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
15.5%

5 Years and Under
6-10 Years

9.6%

11.0%
20.8%

Percentage of Concordia
teachers with over 10 years
teaching experience

11-15 Years
16-20 Years
21-25 Years

None Specified
Hinduism (1.5%)

48.5%

Buddhism (1.5%)

Over 25 Years

21.1%
22.0%

Judaism (0.3%)
Islam (0.3%)

81%

47.2%

67%

Percentage of teachers
from North America

Other (0.7%)

FACULTY PASSPORTS
United States
China

6.4%

2.1%

4.3%
4.8%

Philippines
Canada
Australia
Other

19.3%

63.1%

14%

Average annual teacher
turnover from 2012-2016
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School Leadership

Steven Nurre
Assistant
Head of School
(Personnel & Activities)

Curt Larson
Assistant
Head of School
(Finance, Operations
& Strategy)

Genevieve Ermeling
Assistant
Head of School
(Teaching & Learning)

Dr. Christopher
Schuster
High School Principal

Brenda Petersen
High School
Assistant Principal

Billy Thomas
Middle School
Assistant Principal

Concordia’s Board of Directors is made up of corporate executives who support and promote Concordia’s
development and growth. The board establishes the mission of Concordia and sets policies to ensure high
standards and fiscal stability. The board entrusts the educational program and business matters to Concordia’s
administration, faculty and staff.
Mary Scott
Board Member since 2016
Head of School
Concordia International School
Shanghai

Peter Ng (Not Pictured)
Board Member since 2012
Lead Tax Partner, Central Region
PricewaterhouseCoopers Consulting
Committee: Finance

Carlos Treadway
Board Member since 2016
Operations Director
Ford Credit Asia Pacific
Committee: Governance

President of the Board
Fred Voigtmann
Board Member since 1998
U.S. Attorney
Concordia Consulting Limited

Tony Liu
Board Member since 2014
CFO
Cellular Biomedicine Group
Committees: Finance; Strategic
Initiatives & Planning

James Wong
Board Member since 2016
President Greater China & Far East
Campbell Soup Company
Committee: Governance

Vice President of the Board
Jon Brantingham
Board Member since 2002
Group Managing Director
Brantingham Manufacturing
Committees: Finance; Strategic
Initiatives & Planning

Eric Semler
Elementary School
Principal

13

Board of Directors

Dr. Mary Scott
Head of School

Dr. Janie Andrich
Middle School
Principal
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Drew Gerdes
Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Board Secretary
Josefina Shen
Board Member since 2015
Chief Financial Officer
Shanghai Hui He Investment Mgmt
Consulting Co., Ltd
Committee: Finance

Robert Treme
Board Member since 2015
HR Director
GM China
Committee: Governance
Eric Philips
Board Secretary since 2016
AIA Partner
NBBJ
Committee: Strategic Initiatives
& Planning

Earl Tai (Not Pictured)
Board Member since 2016
Executive Director
Baobei Foundation
Committee: Strategic Initiatives
& Planning
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Capital Improvements

Stewardship

As a top international school in Asia, we continue to push ourselves to improve by enhancing our facilities and
expanding our programs and services. Therefore, we continually look for ways to reinvest in our campus, our faculty
and our community.

Concordia believes that the quality of our faculty is one of the more significant factors affecting student
achievement. As a direct result, we commit the largest portion of our resources to the salaries and benefits of our
faculty. In addition, we strongly believe that ongoing investment in our faculty through professional development is
critically important.

2016-2017 PROJECTED TUITION EXPENDITURES

Newlydeveloped
maker spaces

Vestibules and
enclosed bridges

9%
5%
7%

7%

70%

Salaries & Benefits
Capital Improvements
Building Operations
Education & Technology Materials
Building Fund & Contingencies (1%)
Taxes (1%)

Athletic Training
Room for Sports
Medicine
Kinesthetic
Classroom

Other

Concordia is a self-funded and
financially independent entity.
All daily operations, activities
and investments are funded via
tuition and/or gifts to the school.
Additionally, all revenues (after
taxes and debt service) have
the sole purpose of providing
an unsurpassed education for
Concordia students in terms
of expert and qualified faculty,

world-class facilities, cuttingedge technology and educational
materials. Concordia has
established a reserve program to
provide monies for contingency
planning as well as to provide
funding for reinvestment in the
school and its programs.
Concordia’s tuition costs remain
competitive with other Shanghai
international schools.
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Raising
the Bar

That’s why we spread
knowledge throughout
the community.
Our passion for
education is
contagious.
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Intellectual Hub

G12

Concordia is an intellectual hub, attracting thinkers and
international subject-matter experts in a variety of fields who
come to our campus from around the globe to share their stories
and insights with the greater community.
2015-2016 Guest Speakers and Events

Riley Roam and Kenny Mikey,
the Emmy Award-winning duo
from Page Turner Adventures,
led students on a week-long
adventure exploring literacy and
STEAM as part of Elementary
School Book Week. Highlights
from the event included literacy
workshops, an all school read-in
and story theatre performances,
such as the Great Pizza Contest,
the STEAM Trunk Circus Show.
Students ended this whirlwind
tour with a Parade of Books,
where they dressed as their
favorite story characters and were
sworn in as official storyologists—
experts in the art of writing,
reading, imagining, exploring,
and creating stories.
Nicolas Kristof had a virtual
tête-à-tête with middle school

students about his Pulitzer
Prize-winning article on the prodemocracy student movement.
He gave a personal account,
recalling several stirring actions
that occurred during those days,
including the display of courage
and ‘humility’ that occurs when
youth are extremely passionate
and compelled to participate in
decision making, regardless of the
outcome.

G9

Rajmohan Gandhi, who was
sought out by two high school
students as part of their NHD
projects, spoke with the
Concordia community about his
grandfather, Mahatma Gandhi’s,
legacy in India. In his talk, he
touched on the partition of
India and creation of Pakistan
and the challenges of Indian

independence. He also spoke of
reconciliation, and emphasized
the importance of choosing love
and forgiveness over prejudice
and anger.
Jinqiao Mini-Maker Faire is a
wildly popular community event
that attracts hobbyists, tinkerers,
artisans, crafts people and the
merely curious of heart from
around the city to celebrate,
inspire and get inspired. The
maker movement is a global
phenomenon that acts as a
showcase for makers who want to
share their accomplishments with
an appreciative audience. Visitors
can view workshops, music
and performances, talks and
presentations from both amateur
and professional makers.

Crossroads founder, David Begbie, inspires students to be active global citizens through his poverty simulation.

“It’s incredible the number of influential
speakers, authors and artists who come to
share their expertise with our community.”

Saeed Aghabozorgi
Data scientist with
IBM Canada and
Big Data University

High

Audiences from around the city come to Concordia to hear compelling talks and attend stirring events.

Rajmohan Gandhi
Biographer,
researcher and
grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi

19

Dr. Bob Bain
Historian and Big
History Project
professor
Dr. Chao Zhong
Professor of
synthetic biology
at ShanghaiTech

G8

Tess Johnston
Historian and coauthor of Shanghai
walking guide book
series

[Above] Students have a virtual chat
with journalist Nicolas Kristoff.

[Above] Dr. Zhong discusses his work
in the field of synthetic biology.

Tim Heinze
Social entrepreneur
and founder of Hani
Coffee Co.

Middle

G5

Nicolas Kristof
Pulitzer Prizewinning journalist
and blogger for
The New York Times
Cornelius Minor
Literacy specialist at
Columbia University
Teachers College

G4

Elementary

PS

David Begbie
Spokesman for
Crossroads
Foundation
Riley Roam and
Kenny Mikey
Emmy Awardwinning producers
of Page Turner
Adventures
Rebecca Cronin
and Hareem Atif
Khan
Literacy specialists at Columbia
University Teachers
College

[Above] Page Turner shares the power of STEAM with an excited and
captivated audience of young learners. [Below] Mr. Gandhi commends his
hosts for the resourcefulness exhibited in researching their NHD project.
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Annual Auction 2016
The Gala & Auction has been a highly anticipated event since
2002. Organized by dedicated parent volunteers, this annual
event raises support for academic programs that enhance the
educational experience of our students.
Continuing STEAM Initiatives
The 2016 Gala & Auction in
support of STEM and the Arts
was a phenomenal success,
raising funds to continue current
educational initiatives in the
areas of science, technology,
engineering, the arts and
mathematics, all while building
community. The enhancements
in education and service
programming supported by funds
from this event go above and
beyond standard curriculum and
operating costs.
Proceeds from the 2016 auction
have been used to fill our
classrooms and maker spaces
with relevant educational

materials benefiting all manner
of STEAM programs and
activities, from drones used in
aerospace engineering projects
and challenging obstacle courses
for robotics clubs to a sundry of
applied learning materials for
elementary science and art classes.
Visiting Experts
In addition to filling our learning
spaces with useful STEAM
materials, funds from the auction
have also been used to invite
experts in a variety of STEAM
fields. Funds from the 2016 auction
were used to invite an awardwinning science educator as well
as a world renowned artist to
our campus to work closely with
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If you put your
mind to it...

students and faculty. These visiting
experts are a rich addition to the
inspiring and relevant speakers
and intellectual events offered
throughout the school year as part
of the Intellectual Hub.
YEP (Youth Empowering Progress)
Annually, the auction supports
educational and memorable
service experiences for our
students. Through educational
travel, students are able to enjoy
an impactful week making a
difference in the lives of others,
specifically through YEP Water,
YEP English, and YEP Sports high
school TrIBES programs.

you can
accomplish
anything.

–Marty McFly
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Educating the
whole child
means...

If you put your
mind to it...

tending to every
part of each child.

23

Educational
Philosophy

24
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Holistic Focus

Co-Curricular Opportunities

Through our instructional philosophies and strategies, we
respond to the changing needs of our students as they progress
throughout the grades.

“Activities foster
development of
social skills such
as teamwork,
cooperation and
leadership.”

Concordia’s co-curricular opportunities–activities and clubs–run parallel to
the curriculum and provide additional exposure to experiential learning
within a safe and nurturing environment. Taught or advised primarily by
experienced Concordia teachers, co-curricular activities often reinforce
curricular areas and provide a place where students can fully explore the
topics that interest them the most. The co-curricular program offers ageappropriate activities, which align across the grades.

Elementary School

Middle School

High School

Co-curricular activities focus on
exploration with participation
limited only by the number of
students who can safely and
effectively participate at one time. A
few examples from 2016 are:

In addition to other activities,
students have the opportunity to
engage in the China International
Schools Sports Association (CISSA).
A sampling of the many options
offered in middle school are:

There are increased opportunities
for competition, which may include
travel throughout Asia as part of
APAC. Students focus and dive
deep to develop their interests.
Some high school activities are:

In the safe and nurturing environment of the Elementary School, our students learn to use their inquisitive nature to
experience the exciting world around them. In Middle School, students are empowered to engage in a broad range
of activities based on their budding interests. In High School, it’s about inspiring students to identify, connect with
and pursue their passions. At each stage, our students are encouraged to approach their learning with passionate
excellence.
While many schools focus on only part of the picture, Concordia intentionally focuses on the whole story. It’s the
synergy of stellar academics and fine arts, comprehensive co-curricular and service-learning programs, purposebuilt facilities equipped with state-of-the-art technology and a strong community grounded in shared values, which
makes Concordia such a special place.

Paper Handicraft

Student Council

National History Day (NHD)

Book Cooks

Speech & Debate

National Honor Society

Building Simple Machines

MS Model United Nations (MUN)

FIRST Robotics

WeDo™ LEGO® Robotics

Global Issues Network (GIN)

DECA Business Club

Math Games

Master Chef

Forensics

Kung Fu

World Scholar’s Cup

Global Issues Network (GIN)

Homework Club

Alleluia Singers

Student Council

Tennis

Animation Club

Model United Nations (MUN)

Mad Science

FIRST LEGO® League Robotics

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Clay Works

MS Play

Chinese/Spanish Club

Phoenix Youth Choir

3-D Printing

ILens Photography

The Concordia Advantage

Unique Balance
We believe that the key to life success is in finding one’s own unique
balance. That is why we encourage our students to pursue their passions
based on their individual combination of interests and talents. Through
diverse opportunities, students move from exploration in the early years
to demonstrated excellence in High School.
Building confidence and character through practice
and performance, whether it be sports or fine arts

Authentic Experience

Making connections through service and outreach

Students in each division find applied learning courses and activities
appropriate for their grade level. Some favorites include:

Using tech as tool to aid in skills-based learning
Compassion and competition on the court

Hands-on class projects in elementary school, such as OREO math and
the One Hen Project
Social studies units, such as Wax Museum and Oregon Trail in G5
Science activities led by STEM coaches in purpose-built maker spaces
in both Elementary and Middle School
Marine Research Program for Middle and High School students
The Physics Master Class and an independent science research class
that allows High School students to collaborate with working
professionals in various fields
High School courses in social entrepreneurship, big data, applied art,
and synthetic biology, among others
Inspirations program in Middle School, Xplorations and internships in
High School
Educational travel for Middle and High School students and service
opportunities with Will Foundation, Baobei, YEP and other
charitable organizations for students across divisions
Co-curricular activities in robotics, programming,
student media services, cooking, service,
entrepreneurship, and many more

Vibrant Community
We are blessed with a lively community of diverse students,
caring faculty and engaged parents whose varied passions
and talents add up to something greater than any individual
part. We’ve listed just a few of the places you will find that
community on showcase throughout the year:
Parents lending a hand in Elementary classrooms and
chaperoning field trips
PSO Boosters spreading school spirit at Phoenix Friday
games and athletic tournaments
The community gathering together to celebrate International
Festival and at our Christmas, Easter, Chinese New Year and
Pink Out assemblies.
A panel of professionals from the parent community giving
career advice to students at High School career day
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Assessment Strategy
“It is such a
blessing to
have received
an education at
Concordia.”

SAT Mean Score
Comparison for the
Class of 2016

2010
1484

Concordia
Average

Advanced Placement

Assessment for Learning

benchmark of student performance.

In support of Concordia’s
mission to educate the whole
child, we endeavor to maximize
student learning through the
use of summative and formative
assessments. Summative
assessments might include endof-unit tests, projects and finals.
Formative assessments may involve
informal observations, vocabulary
tests, reading inventories, writing
samples, and conferencing. Like
pieces of a puzzle, each of these
assessment types, when considered
together, help us see a more
accurate picture of each unique
learner.

AP Courses Allowed

Included with assessment reports
are comparison groups; a Concordia
grade-level cohort, a US schools
cohort, and/or a global cohort. This
snapshot of student learning is one
comparative data point between
schools but should always be seen
as part of a larger picture of learning.
Assessment information is foremost
for the student, so individual
progress can be illuminated and
celebrated and goals for future
learning can be set in a meaningful
way.

Students may take a maximum of eight AP courses over four years.

External Assessment
Concordia uses external assessments
in four ways: to provide teachers
with information to help guide
future instruction; to monitor
student growth over time; to identify
students who may need additional
support; and to provide an external

Last year grades 3-8 replaced
the CTP-4 standardized test with
Measures of Academic Progress
(MAP), a computer adaptive
formative assessment. Concordia
administers this assessment in the
fall and spring. For our high school
students, the PSAT or SAT serve as
our external assessments. Scores
from the previous year can be seen
below.

Results include students who are both native and non-native English speakers.
ACT (n=26)
Composite

Historical SAT
Scores
(Mean of Senior Class)

20
15

Grade 9 u N/A

Grade 10 u 1

AP Results

Grade 11 u 3

AP Passing Averages

(by subject)

% of Students Scoring 3 or Higher
2016 Concordia Mean
2016 China Mean
2016 Global Mean

Grade 12 u 4

Art History

2050
2035
1976

Middle 50%
27–33

Mean
30.5

SAT Summary
SAT (n=77)
Critical Reading
Math
Writing
Total

Middle 50%
600–720
640–760
620–730
1880–2160

Mean
657
689
665
2010

SAT II Subject Test Results
SAT II (n=77)
Bio-Molecular
Chinese with Listening
Chemistry
English Literature
Math Level I
Math Level II
U.S. History
World History
Physics

Students Tested
10
12
5
10
4
31
7
14
15

Middle 50%
720–800
730–800
660–800
680–740
640–680
680–800
640–710
560–760
640–790

Mean
757
763
754
702
678
739
690
668
720

4.67

100%

265 Concordia high school students took 633 exams covering 25
subjects in May 2016. All students enrolled in an AP course are
required to sit for the exam.

Biology
100%

4.29

Calculus AB
63%

3.06

Calculus BC

95%

4.31

100%

Received 3, 4 or 5

(2016 Global Average –– 60%)

Chemistry
76%

3.94

Chinese
100%

73%

Received 4 or 5
(2016 Global Average –– 34%)

4.74

Comparative Government
86%

3.93

Computer Science A
94%

3.78

English Language

45%

Received 5

(2016 Global Average –– 14%)

93%

4.14

English Literature
96%

4.11

Environmental Science
88%

4.04

European History

Class Rank & GPA

ACT & SAT Results
ACT Summary

20
14

27

100%

US National
Average
(2016)

20
13
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85%

}}All instruction is in English with the exception of World
Languages.
}}Concordia uses a 4.0 grading scale. Only coursework
completed at Concordia is used in the calculation of a
student’s GPA.
}}Concordia does not weight grades for AP or honors
courses.
}}Due to the highly accomplished nature of the Concordia
student body and the mobility of expatriate families, an
individual’s class rank is not reported.
}}An estimated percentile placement will be provided to assist
in university admission decisions if requested.

4.04

Microeconomics
89%

4.09

Music Theory
4.67

100%

Physics 1
88%

3.68

Physics 2
100%

5.0

Physics C: E
82%

4.18

Physics C: M
100%

4.55

Psychology
79%

3.65

Spanish Language
100%

GPA Distribution
Point Range

3.71

Macroeconomics

3.25

Statistics

Class of 2016 (G12) Class of 2017 (G11)

3.5–4.0

56

52

3.0–3.5

20

23

2.5–3.0

4

6

2.0–2.5

N/A

N/A

<2.0

N/A

N/A

Class Size

82

77

95%

3.95

Studio Art: 2-D Design
100%

5.0

Studio Art: Drawing
100%

5.0

US History
93%

3.93

World History
100%

4.29
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University Matriculation

Academic Approach

Our 245 graduates from the classes of 2014 to 2016 were accepted to 347 universities in 10 countries and
matriculated to the following institutions. Universities with multiple matriculations are denoted by boldface print.

It is the powerful synergy between our engaged students,
supportive families, talented educators and big ideas that
continues to inspire excellence in and out of the classroom.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American University
Austin College
Baylor University
Boston University
Bowling Green State University
Brandeis University
Brigham Young University
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo
California State University, Long Beach
Carnegie Mellon University
Central Michigan University
Chapman University
Christopher Newport University
Columbia College Chicago
Columbia University
Concordia University - Irvine
Concordia University - Portland
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Denison University
DePaul University
Drew University
Drexel University
Duke University
Eastern Michigan University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fordham University-Lincoln Center
Campus/Rose Hill Campus
Franklin & Marshall College
George Fox University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Gordon College
Goucher College
Harvard University
Hillsdale College
Indiana University at Bloomington
Ithaca College
Johns Hopkins University
Kalamazoo College
Kettering University
Lewis & Clark College
Liberty University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Mannes College of Music
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
New York University

Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Oakland University
Occidental College
Pace University, New York City
Pennsylvania State University-all campuses
Pepperdine University
Pitzer College
Purdue University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rhode Island School of Design
Rice University
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Saint Mary’s College of California
Santa Clara University
Santa Monica College
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Scripps College
Syracuse University
Taylor University
Texas Christian University
Texas Tech University
The George Washington University
The Ohio State University
The University of Texas, Austin
The University of Texas, San Antonio
Trinity University
Tufts University
Tulane University
United States Military Academy - Army
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Chicago
University of Hawaii at Manoa
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of Northern Colorado
University of Northern Iowa
University of Notre Dame
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of Portland
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Virginia
University of Washington

University of Wisconsin, Madison
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Virginia Military Institute
Wake Forest University
Washington State University
Washington University in St. Louis
Wellesley College
Western Michigan University
Western Washington University
Willamette University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
AUSTRALIA
RMIT University
UNSW Australia
CANADA
Concordia University-Montreal
Dalhousie University
McGill University
University of British Columbia
University of Toronto Undergraduate Only
University of Waterloo
CHINA
Hong Kong Polytechnic University
The Hong Kong University of Science &
Technology
University of Hong Kong
EUROPE
Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne
Imperial College London
The University of Edinburgh
University of Cambridge
University of St Andrews
SINGAPORE
Nanyang Technological University
National University of Singapore
SOUTH KOREA
Konkuk University

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology
Korea University
Sungkyunkwan University
Yonsei University
OTHER
De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde

Emirates Academy of Hospitality
Management
Les Roches International School of Hotel
Management

Look where
we can go!

At Concordia we understand the unique design and inherent value of each member of our international learning
community. We are committed to creating unique learning opportunities and motivating individual student
creativity. We value collaboration and encourage a culture that nurtures, listens and cares about each of our
learners. At the same time, our entire community is passionate about excellence in teaching and learning. We
provide a well-considered curriculum taking into account the educational, physical, emotional and spiritual needs
of our learners based on a philosophy of educating the whole child.
To understand what this looks like in a practical sense, just look around the classrooms. We strive for welldeveloped standards in all subjects and our teachers seek to develop a deep understanding of the content.
The results are visible in the richness and diversity of the curriculum across the grades as well as the number of
engaged and excited learners in each classroom, no matter the subject being taught. This excitement stems
from our practice of nurturing the desire within students to make sense of their learning through writing, reading,
discussing, experimenting and questioning. There is flexibility for and a response to the varied abilities and
interests of each student, which is why we are developing a Learning Support program. Because learning is
transactional, we provide students with many opportunities to build on prior successes to make positive growth
accessible. The end result is an environment where all students can thrive.
Elementary School

Middle School

High School

Our Elementary School students,
ranging from age 3 to Grade
4, flourish as they build a solid
foundation in the fundamental
areas of literacy, mathematics,
science and social studies and are
exposed to various areas of fine
arts and physical education. With
an emphasis on developmentally
appropriate environments and
situations, our students are given a
myriad of opportunities to develop
academically, spiritually and socially
as they work on a wide variety of
projects. An intentional focus on the
integration of technology enhances
classroom learning and broadens
our students’ view of all that is
possible in their digital world.

Encompassing Grades 5 to 8, our
Middle School serves as a bridge
between the worlds of Elementary
and High School. During these
important years, students
are presented with increased
expectations for independence,
responsibility and leadership, all
within a supportive and positive
environment. With the 1-to-1
MacBook program starting in Grade
5, students take more ownership of
technology and explore expanded
use of those tools in their dayto-day learning. Our middle
school scholars excel through
rich opportunities in academics,
creativity and service.

Throughout High School, Grades
9 to 12, our focus is on providing
life experience and a more tailored
academic curriculum. Whether
pursuing a special interest in
science, mathematics, English
or the arts, our students have
opportunities to flourish. Advanced
Placement (AP) classes are offered
at Concordia as a way to challenge
our students to excel across
disciplines. To support Concordia’s
mission of holistic education, our
high school students may typically
enroll in up to one AP course in
Grade 10, three AP courses in
Grade 11 and four AP courses
in Grade 12 and opt for elective
options across all disciplines.
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Learning Environment
Studies show that great spaces can enhance student learning.
Concordia’s consistently evolving state-of-the-art facilities are
purpose-built with an environmental, self-sustainable focus and
are designed to give our students the best possible environment
in which to learn, play and develop.
The Concordia campus facilitates intellectual exchange, student learning and community. Below is a highlight of
the spaces, equipment and green infrastructure in our world-class facilities that enable a our community members
to make the most of their Concordia experience.
Indoor Learning
Interactive Smartboard technology
Fully equipped science labs, a
science rooftop, laminar flow
station, cosmic ray detector, radio
telescope, 10” Schmidt-Cassegrain
telescope, PM2.5 particulate
detector, wind power generator,
wireless weather station and gas
chromatograph in the Upper
School Building
Maker Spaces in all buildings for
student design and engineering
projects
Flexible break-out spaces
Fully equipped Culinary lab
Outdoor Learning
Elementary School playground
providing a spacious and
interactive area in which to explore
and learn
Garden beds and compost station
Fine Arts
320-seat theater
String and band rehearsal rooms
and individual practice rooms in
the Rittmann Center
Additional music rooms in the
Lower and Intermediate Buildings

Art studios in the Lower Building
specifically for our youngest
learners
Rooftop sculpture garden
Dressing rooms, drama room,
scene shop and costume storage
2D/3D computer graphics and
photography studios
Recording studio
Clayworks studio equipped with
two firing kilns

Outdoor batting cage with driving
range
Media Accessibility
Two libraries hosting mobile
computer labs, a world languages
corner and more than 35,000
books and publications
Virtual library access via
“LibGuides,” an online
collaboration of over 2,500
American libraries
Technology Focus

Athletic Training
Three spacious gymnasiums with
retractable bleachers
Multi-purpose Lower Building
Motor Skills Room

A video studio & editing lab
Technology program: 2:1
computer ratio through G4; 1:1
laptop program from G5

215 square meter dance studio
and fitness weight room

On-site Tech Hub providing
convenient tech support
and service

Multipurpose grass field

Digital Design lab

Ground and rooftop tennis courts
Track and field facility
FIFA-certified artificial turf field,
equipped with lights
Two-story rock climbing wall
Fully equipped Sports Medicine
room

Sustainable, “Green” Infrastructure
“Living” roofs and walls improve
air quality and encourage local
biodiversity
Highly efficient and flexible Ground
Source Heat Exchange System
(GSHE) heats and cools buildings
and reduces carbon emissions

#ZaiConcordia
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World Languages
G12

High

G9

G8

Middle

G5

High school
students take
two years of the
same language—
Mandarin, Spanish
or Latin

In G8, students can
choose to study
Spanish, Mandarin
or Latin

Middle School
Mandarin courses
provide new and
veteran Mandarin
learners an
opportunity to
gain confidence
and practice their
language skills

G4
Elementary
School students
participate each day
in Mandarin as a
Foreign Language
or Heritage
Mandarin lessons,
progressively
strengthening their
language skills

PS

Preschool
students focus
on interpersonal
communication
skills during daily
Mandarin Circle,
learning through
play and repetition
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Technology Integration
Our students are equipped linguistically
and culturally with effective cross-cultural
communication skills that are used on a
daily basis.
Engaging students in the diversity and richness of other languages
and cultures is an essential element of our world language instruction.
Concordia offers three different world languages—Mandarin, Spanish and
Latin as an elective in the High School. No matter the choice of language,
students engage in authentic instruction that focuses on learning how to
read, write, listen and speak effectively. Advanced Placement exams are
offered for Mandarin and Spanish at the high school level.

Mandarin Program

Latin and Spanish Programs

Daily compulsory Mandarin classes
from Preschool through Grade 7
and elective Mandarin courses
beyond that provide opportunities
for students to either discover
Mandarin as a foreign language or
to deepen it at the heritage level. In
and out of Mandarin class, students
practice and engage in activities to
experience the language, culture
and flavors of our host country.

Beginning in Grade 8, Concordia
students may opt to study Latin or
Spanish instead of Mandarin. They
then continue with that language
throughout high school.

Concordia’s World Language
department has experienced many
strategic changes over the last
year to ensure students have the
opportunity to experience a well
articulated and effective language
program.
Here are just some of the many
changes happening in World
Languages:
Proficiency leveling of classes
Authentic performance tasks and
assessments
Unit-driven instruction

Elementary
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Target Language instruction
Clear learning targets for each
proficiency level

Both of these world language courses
emphasize the use of authentic
experiences to deepen language use
and cultural understanding. Students
are provided frequent opportunities
to participate in interesting and
engaging projects and to practice
learning the target language in
meaningful ways.

“We do
not teach
technology
for the sake of
technology.”

Technology at Concordia is fully integrated into our curriculum, activities,
operations, and culture. We equip our families through a required
technology boot camp, where parents are empowered to take control
of the use of technology, and students are taught to use that technology
safely and responsibly. Through use of technology, we strive to spark a
love of learning in each of our students while growing critical thinkers and
self-reliant problem solvers who are equipped to become successful global
leaders. We are not only exceeding standards for 21st-century learning, we
are providing students with approaches, strategies, and experiences that
empower them to explore and create solutions preparing them to succeed
with technologies that have yet to be released.

Elementary School

Middle School

High School

Varied techniques and diverse
instructional methods are used
to integrate technology into the
regular classroom instruction. Our
digital literacy coach works sideby-side with both students and
teachers, observing, training and
expanding the use of technology
in meaningful ways to continually
increase engagement and improve
student achievement. Students
work individually and with partners
on desktop computers, laptops
and iPads; they also interact with
SmartBoards (interactive white
boards). Our students use these
forms of technology to learn proper
technology etiquette and teamwork,
investigate questions, research
topics, publish their original writing
and practice and review typing and
other types of skills. Students learn
that while computers and iPads
are fun, they are also amazingly
powerful tools that help us learn
and create.

Our program focuses on the
creation of quality digital portfolios,
drawing the connection between
game-based learning, enhanced
academic performance, and
the importance of maintaining
a positive reputation online.
Whether reflecting on a successful
performance, a creative art project
or an inspirational writing piece,
our students post and share their
efforts to their portfolio during
the year. Game-based learning
motivates and challenges students
at a whole new level; suddenly
learning is open-ended and easily
differentiated. Students apply their
communications skills using a variety
of digital formats and web-based
technologies, empowering them to
become effective communicators
in both small and large groups
across the globe. Our focus on
what constitutes appropriate social
behavior is designed to guide the
students to make positive choices
both on and offline.

Technology is seamlessly integrated
into courses and co-curricular
activities to enhance student
knowledge and skill acquisition and
to create learning opportunities
that, prior to recent technological
innovations, were inconceivable.
Through our Learning Management
System students and teachers
may access background materials,
assignments, quizzes, and numerous
rich, web-based services. Across
the curriculum, whether it is
creating websites to bring history
alive, expressing ideas in visual
media essays or blog sites in
English class, designing interactive
instructional content for science,
or producing award-winning short
films for National History Day, our
students develop the skills to use
appropriate technologies to create,
produce, and deliver content that
communicates. Student Media
Services (SMS) provides the perfect
example of this integration.
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Fine Arts
G12

High

G9

Elective courses
and selective
programs including
AP and Honors
options in music
and visual arts;
two auditioned
shows with a
professional focus
in theatre; elective
and auditioned
performance
groups in band,
choir and strings;
annual art
exhibitions

G8
Elective music and
visual arts from
Fine Arts menu and
in plays, there’s a
role for everyone
front or backstage

Middle

G5

Experimentation
with medium in
visual arts; in music,
choose from band,
strings or choir
in G5

Concordia’s Fine Arts Program is integral
to our students’ academic and cocurricular experience at all grade levels.
Through in-depth study of music, theatre
and visual arts, we inspire and nurture
students holistically, encouraging each
child to express their creative passions.
Music

Visual Arts

Ten bands. Nine choirs. Five
orchestras. And that’s just during
school hours! Concordia also offers
co-curricular music before and
after school. Each year, numerous
performances showcase the
musical passion and talents of our
students—some performances
are discipline specific while others
combine students from all musical
programs for one knockout
show. No matter your child’s
musical passion or level of ability,
Concordia’s Music Program is
designed to cultivate a mastery of
the art of music.

Enriching each student’s internal
artistic expression and creative
thinking through the development
of external technical skill,
Concordia’s Visual Arts Program
focuses on process and problem
solving. The finished products are
nothing short of amazing! The
curriculum provides a vocabulary
and set of tools to enable each
student to analyze and synthesize
individual thought, perception and
passion and to share the outcome
with the entire community.

Theatre

G4

Elementary

PS

Exploration
and increasing
exposure to design
and medium in
visual arts; studentwritten and directed
assemblies and skits
in drama; listening,
rhythm, instruments
and singing in
music

Whether on stage or in the sound
booth, Concordia students revel
in the study of theatrical arts.
Performance and production
are integral parts of our Theatre
Program and provide remarkable
opportunities for leadership,
collaboration and creativity. Our
students learn to give and take
direction, design imaginative sets
and costumes and gain confidence
in their ability to inspire an audience
through gesture, movement and
speech. We seek to foster and
nourish both an interest in and a
desire to pursue the theatre beyond
the halls of Concordia.

#ConcordiaFineArts
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Athletics
G12
Competitive team
structure with
varsity and JV levels

High

G9

Potential for travel
to other countries
for APAC events

G8
More competitive,
‘Select’ teams in
G7-G8

Middle

G5

Everybody plays
and everyone is
a winner

G4

At Concordia, we connect the physical
realm with the intellectual, emotional
and social development of our studentathletes through diverse co-curricular and
academic programs.
Concordia offers a broad range of
athletic opportunities at every level
of student involvement.
In Elementary School, we seek to
channel children’s innate enthusiasm
toward building sportsmanship,
improving motor skills and having
fun during physical education class,
on the playground and during
special activities like Soccer Day for
Grades 3 and 4.
In Middle School, sports teams are
extremely popular as a co-curricular
activity and there is a place for
every child to enjoy one or more of
their favorite athletic activities after
school or to try a new one! Students
continue to practice Concordia’s
foundational philosophy of good
sportsmanship—that everyone plays
and it’s not just about winning. Our
strong partnership with existing
area sports programs also allows
students who are seeking a more
competitive environment an outlet
to compete.
In High School, our competitive,
expanding program mirrors
American athletics with teams at
both a varsity and junior varsity

level. Try-outs are held for team
positions and participation requires
greater individual commitment. Our
student-athletes learn that success
happens through respect and
dedication. Concordia’s coaches
seek not only to provide athletes
with opportunities to enhance their
skills but also to be positive role
models and to advocate for their
sport.
At every level, we seek to reinforce
critical skills and attitudes that
will help our student-athletes be
successful throughout their lives.
Through positive reinforcement and
intentional teaching, coaches and
teachers repeatedly define what it
means to be successful: embrace
challenge, win with humility and
handle defeat with dignity.
Team Goals
Respect our teammates and
competitors
Strive for excellence to improve
ourselves and our teams
Take pride in our accomplishments
Have fun!

Physical education,
co-curricular afterschool activities
and partner
organizations
Elementary

PS

#ConcordiaAthletics
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Impact China
Across all grades, Concordia seeks
to introduce students to their host
country through service, adventure
and cultural trips.

G12

High

G9

Week-long
adventure, service
learning or cultural
excursions with
in-depth China
focus, impacting
both students and
local residents
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Youth Empowering Progress (YEP)
Concordia students founded the Yunnan Education
Project charity, now called Youth Empowering Progress,
in 2002 as a response to Concordia’s first Educational
Travel Program. Through a partnership with Concordia
Welfare and Education Foundation, students support
efforts in impoverished rural China each year through
service and fundraising. Efforts now include installation of
water systems in rural villages, health education programs,
athletic camps and local projects in Shanghai.

In the Elementary School, students
explore the Shanghai area through
day trips and service experiences,
growing as servant leaders and
active global citizens.
Exploration of self and China are
hallmarks of the Middle School
three-to-seven-day excursions,
which venture out of Shanghai to
Nanbeihu (G5); Xi’an (G6); Beijing
(G7); and Yangshuo (G8) that involve
adventure, challenge and service.

G8

3-7 day trips
exploring self
and China

Middle
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G5

Concordia’s High School students
make a significant impact during
“TrIBES”—a week-long, off-campus
learning experience. These trips
provide in-depth focus on China
and are designed to develop
communication and leadership
skills, self reliance and compassion.
Concordia has purposefully
designed its TrIBES program for
students to grow through dynamic
experiences and to improve their
understanding of China.

G4

Exploration and
exposure; field
trips that enhance
lessons and feature
local community

Elementary

PS

Middle School—Interim China 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.

Grade 5 Nanbeihu
Grade 6 Xi’an
Grade 7 Beijing
Grade 8 Yangshuo

High School—TrIBES China 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Zhangjiajie Adventure and Service
Shaolin Temple: Kung Fu Experience
Yunnan Cycle and Service
Master Chef: Fun with Food
Faith Trek
Water, Economic Development, Life

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

The Bright Connection
Coffee in Yunnan
Inner Mongolia: Culture and Service
Silk Road Adventure
Twin Moon Bay: Service and Sport
Hong Kong Amazing Race

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Shanghai: Old and New
Dino Dig: Unearthing China’s
Prehistoric Past
Rongshui: Adventure and Service
YEP English
YEP Sports Camp
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We are more than
a school.

We are a vibrant
community.

People Who
Make Our
Community
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A “Sneak Peek” into the Mind of an Athlete’s Parent
“Our parents,
wow...what a
group.”

It’s over!!! THEY DID IT! Look at that rush of jerseys across the field
to embrace each other. Look at the high-fives...aaaahhh...look at the
smiles and the TEARS!! Tears of joy. Tears of relief. What an amazing
journey it has been.
What an incredible experience we parents have had watching them
grow in so many ways...always working hard, always believing they
could do this...never complaining...always fighting through the
frustrations, the pain, the exhaustion, the mucky fields. They did this
for each other, they did this for their coaches, they did this for their
classmates, their school. What a well-deserved victory. So grateful.
I am absolutely exhausted...why??? I really did almost nothing
physical this weekend. It must just be from the intensity of this event,
this season.
I never imagined what this weekend was going to be like. All the
other “experienced” parents planted some ideas, but it can’t be
described, really. The weather in Guangzhou was every bit as wet as
predicted. Oh, the mud. The mud. The laundry.
And the drenched shoes...will they ever dry?
Thank goodness for our athletic trainer...he just kept fixing them
up and getting them back to business all through the season.
Concordia has amazing resources and talent on staff.
They demonstrated absolute and amazing sportsmanship every step
of the way. Just hard work, open minds and always thoughtful. I just
love when they approach the “fans” at the end of their matches and
show their appreciation for the parents.
Our parents, wow...what a group. It’s incredible that the other
schools just did not have the same amount of “parental energy”
or presence that we had. I’m glad I was able to thank some of the
athletes of the host school for their hospitality.
That was such a nice young girl I chatted with last night at the
banquet. It was so interesting that she brought up the Concordia
parents. “So much presence” is what she said (ok, we aren’t a
subtle group when en mass), but the fact that she said our “energy”
was very positive, very fun...never negative or demeaning to the
opponents. They heard us cheering for ALL the players, not just
ours. Really appreciate her sharing that- can’t wait to tell the others.
You just don’t get the chance to meet everyone on campus, or
develop such interesting relationships with them. Some are even
teachers and administrators...I never would have thought about
just socializing with teachers...but they are just wonderful because
they are parents first. A community this incredible deserves these
moments. So very grateful.
SWARM
SOCCER ..the Beautiful game
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A Day in the Life of a Drama Student
“Rehearsal
is both crazy
fun and crazy
exhausting.”

6:20 AM

The alarm clock rings. As I climb out of bed, my cat, Monroe, is
not so patiently waiting for me to pet him and fill his food bowl.

7:00 AM

I wake up two of my younger siblings, who are in PreK 4 and
1st grade. The soundtrack to my morning is often the theme
song of one of their favorite TV shows.

8:25 AM

The trek up to 6th floor for my first class, Latin, begins. Despite
the trudge up the stairs, I always enjoy this class.

10:00 AM

Mrs. Lavender greets my AP Lang class with a smile as we
begin our discussion about the thought provoking essay we
read for homework last night.

11:30 AM

Lunch! It’s time for a short brain break before my day continues.
Even though he’s two years younger than me, I say hello to my
brother, who sits just a few tables away.

12:05 PM

Chamber Singers, my favorite class, starts with back rubs and
warm ups. Even though we’ve got some serious work to do
before we head to the APAC Choir Festival in November, the
class period is always filled with lots of laughter.

3:30 PM

My uniform turns in to rehearsal clothes as practice for the fall
play, Noises Off, begins. This show is full of physical comedy
and shenanigans, so rehearsal is both crazy fun and crazy
exhausting.

5:45 PM

I finally return home from school and take some time to tell
my mom about my day before starting my homework. She
is always excited to hear about rehearsal because she loves
theatre too!

8:30 PM

I pause whatever it is that I’m doing and read a bedtime story
to my brother and sister. When I go to college in two years, this
is probably what I will miss the most.

10:00 PM

It’s lights out on a day that has been chock-full of things to
do and people to see, and I go to bed excited about what
tomorrow might bring.
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A Day in the Life of Head of School
“I love hearing
about teacher’s
ideas.”

5:00 AM

Early morning is a great time for me. I’m usually up before my
alarm. It’s time for my devotions and exercise. A great way to
spend the day.

6:20 AM

My 5th grade daughter gets up and gets ready for the day.

6:30 AM

My “alone time” is over. We head into the kitchen. I make
lunch for Anna and breakfast for both of us. If Dad is in the US,
we call him every morning to say “hello”.

7:20 AM

We head out the door to walk to school. This is a special treat
for us since we are from Southern California where we drive
everywhere and rarely get to walk to something.

8:05 AM

I head over to Elementary School Chapel service. The kids have
such great energy. I love hearing them sing praise songs to
Jesus. It’s a great way to start the day!

9:30 AM

My first meeting of the day. We have visitors from another
school who want to know more about the work that we do here
at Concordia.

11:00 AM

We have more visitors today from the Lutheran Church who are
on campus today. Another meeting to spend some time telling
them about what we are doing and hearing about the good
work of the church.

12:00 PM

Lunch in the Phoenix Café. There’s always a great selection
of food. Eating lunch with the teachers is a great way to hear
about their new ideas or sometimes their frustrations. I always
keep an eye open to see if I can find Anna. We share a quick
minute or brief hug!

1:00 PM

The Leadership Council meets today. Here we have meaningful
conversations about what is happening across the campus. We
also work on planning for the future.

3:40 PM

If I’m free, I usually walk out to the Phoenix Café to tell Anna
“good bye”. Our Ayi, Rose, arrives to walk her home.

4:00 PM

A teacher wants to meet to discuss a new idea for her
curriculum. I love to hear her ideas which she believes will help
increase learning for our students.

5:30 PM

I’ve finished up for today. I will walk home and enjoy a great
meal which is already prepared for us. (Thanks Rose!)

6:30 PM

It’s time to help Anna with her homework. We end our
homework time with 30 minutes of reading. It’s a great way to
close our day.

8:30 PM

We kneel at Anna’s bed for our nighttime prayers. We thank
God for our family and friends, near and far. We praise Him for
sending Jesus to save us from our sins.

9:30 PM

Depending on the day, I’m either trying to catch up on the
news, checking final emails, or reading. My lights go out pretty
early so I can get my rest for all that tomorrow will bring!
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Let your light shine.
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